to determine the degree of completeness with which U.S. libraries are covering current foreign periodicals in the social sciences. The assumption was made that the periodical literature of the world in chemistry, physics, biology, and other major sciences is adequately represented in American libraries, but that holdings are much less complete in the humanities and social sciences. Libraries, 1961.) An important question of policy was raised by the Wisdom study. Should the research libraries of the country continue to rely primarily upon the Library of Congress or should an effort be made to bring into the United States at least two copies of all foreign government publications? The latter would mean development of a national plan of collecting, dividing responsibility among research libraries, as is now being done for Farmington Plan materials. Even the Library of Congress holdings in certain areas have serious lacunae. Some of the libraries which have accepted national assignments under the Farmington Plan are going beyond monographic publications to collect periodicals, newspapers, and government publications. This points toward a possible solution, since the largest gaps in holdings of foreign government publications are for the countries assigned on a national, rather than on a subject basis. The cooperating libraries, accordingly, have been asked to adopt as standard procedure the collecting of government publications for the areas assigned to them.
VISITS TO DEALERS
Another item included in the Farmington Plan budget submitted to the council was a series of visits to prospective Farmington Plan dealers in South America-an area poorly represented in the program to date. These visits were made by the chairman of the committee, Robert B. Downs, in January and February 1960. The countries included were Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, The recent progress and current activities of the general and area committees of the Farmington Plan were reviewed. Growing out of the reports presented by the committees and the ensuing discussion, it was agreed that the Farmington Plan should be more widely publicized among foundation officials, in influential government circles, among scholarly societies, and similar groups, in order to broaden the base of support from the federal government, the foundations, and the universities. L^o attain maximum effectiveness, it was further agreed, the Farmington Plan should be administered as a division of a national Association of Research Libraries office, with a permanent full-time staff, rather than, as at present, carried on by voluntary effort.
Without question, the Farmington Plan program has made extraordinary progress since the first Council on Library Resources grant was received in 1957, and the advances can be credited in large degree to the stimulus of the two grants. Without the solid basis of the surveys, studies, and analyses of the Plan, over a period of several years, followed by extended discussions, the ARL would not be prepared, as it now is, to move forward on a broad front with this major experiment in library cooperation.-Robert B. Downs.
